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How Now Wildcats
The Bard’s words spark innovation in a
collaborative student project

SERIES:
THE COLLEGE
LETTER

Friday, May 26, 2017

 SUBSCRIBE
TO THE UNH
TODAY
NEWSLETTER

 SUBSCRIBE
TO UNH TODAY
RSS

RELATED LINKS

(LEFT TO RIGHT) KAITLYN STERNS '17, CYNTHIA HOLLER '17 AND EMMA
WARREN '17, WITH PROFESSOR AND CHAIR OF ENGLISH RACHEL
TRUBOWITZ. THESE STUDENTS CREATED STICKERS WITH THE QUOTE
“ALL THINGS ARE READY, IF OUR MINDS BE SO” FROM “HENRY V.”

In Shakespeare’s “Twelfth
Night,” Duke Orsino
famously says, “If music be
the food of love, play on.” It’s
a sentiment that could be
applied to a collaboration
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between two English
department classes this
semester, though with a
slight change: “If the Bard be

(LEFT TO RIGHT) STEFAN
OESTERREICH ’18, NICOLE
FARNSWORTH ’17 AND ANDREW
PORTER ’20 DISPLAY THEIR

the food of innovation, read

PROJECT, A WALL-HANGING THAT

on!”

FEATURES THE QUOTE, “IN THE

Students in Molly

MEANTIME, LET ME BE THAT I AM,
AND SEEK NOT TO ALTER ME.”

Campbell’s Technical and
Professional Writing class
and Dennis Britton’s
Shakespeare class worked
together to create items
incorporating quotes from
Shakespeare’s works that
resonate with UNH students
today. The items, which
included everything from
wall-hangings and plaques

(LEFT TO RIGHT) SEAN
CHAMBERLAIN ’17, BRIAN
THIBODEAU ’17 AND JUSTIN
FEENSTRA ’20 SHOW OFF THE

to bumper stickers and

FIDGET SPINNERS THEY CREATED.

fidget spinners, were on

THE SPINNERS “PUT THE ENGLISH

display at a showcase titled
“How Now Wildcats,” which

DEPARTMENT IN THE HANDS OF
UNH STUDENTS,” THEY SAID.”

took place earlier this month.
The collaboration was an
exercise in cross-discipline
teamwork. Britton’s students
chose and analyzed
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Shakespearean quotes that
still “speak directly to people
of their generation,” Britton
says. The two classes then

(LEFT TO RIGHT) GIVANS MOISEAU
'17, PETER GUARINO '17 AND
KAYTLYNN JACOBS-BRETT '17

gathered for a “pitch

DISPLAY THEIR PLAQUE THAT

session,” during which

READS, "SWEET ARE THE USES OF

Campbell’s students

ADVERSITY" FROM "AS YOU LIKE

selected some of the quotes

IT."

chosen by the other class
and began work on turning
those quotes into physical
objects.
“I asked them to produce
either something that could
be displayed or something
that could be replicated and
handed out, but the catch is
they had to incorporate the

ENGLISH PROFESSOR DENNIS
BRITTON REVIEWS THE WORK OF A
STUDENT TEAM THAT CONSIDERED
THE QUOTE "SOME CUPID KILLS

quote and make it at the

WITH ARROWS, SOME WITH TRAPS"

Makerspace,” Campbell

FROM "MUCH ADO ABOUT

says.

NOTHING."

For Britton’s students, the
project offered a chance to delve into Shakespeare’s works from
different angles. According to Britton, the students had to analyze
the chosen quotes and the context in which they were written,
describe why the words still hold meaning for students and share
their research with Campbell’s students.
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Britton added that his students “knew how to talk to people their
age. I was really impressed at how clear, precise and insightful
they were.”
From there, Campbell’s students went through a complete
production process that used practices based on the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO). They wrote proposals,
developed prototypes, compiled material analyses, kept logs of
their production trials and created progress reports. And then they
ventured to the Makerspace to etch, print and build their creations.
Funding for materials used in this project was provided by a grant
from VentureWell.
“The students directed their own projects. They came up with
these amazing prototypes that we can continue to build on … from
start to finish, it was a whirlwind,” Campbell says. “It’s a real-world
exercise, with a checklist of skills that employers want.”
Stefan Oesterreich ’18, Nicole Farnsworth ’17 and Andrew Porter
’20 chose a quote from “Much Ado About Nothing” for their
project: “In the meantime, let me be that I am, and seek not to
alter me.” The quote became the foundation for a wall-hanging
that depicts a meditating person against a setting sun, perfect for
hanging up in a dorm room.
“The picture represents the quote in the best way possible — it’s a
very meditative picture,” Porter explained. Developing the final
product was not as meditative — the group had to edit the design
and go through multiple tests with the Makerspace’s laser printer
to get the dimensions of the wall-hanging just right.
“I had never been to the Makerspace before, so it was really cool
to see that,” says Farnsworth. “It was fun that it was a studentdriven project. It was very unique.”
Another group based their project on college students’ love of
stickers. Chris Dunn ’17, Hannah Stewart ’20 and Anna Cristofori
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’17 designed a bumper sticker that combines the College of
Liberal Arts logo and the quote “All things are ready, if our minds
be so,” from “Henry V.”
“If you have that sticker on your laptop, or you have it on some
everyday object, it will hopefully motivate you to do that task and
conquer it,” Cristofori says. “We wanted to find a design that
people will really want and really use, and, obviously, college
students love stickers. We’ve heard people say they want one,
and that’s nice for us to hear, because that means there’s a desire
and appeal for the product.”
WRITTEN Larry Clow '12G | UNH Cooperative Extension
BY:
SOURCE:

The College Letter, the newsletter of the College
of Liberal Arts | College of Liberal Arts

THE COLLEGE LETTER

RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/05/how-now-wildcats[6/27/2022 1:40:21 PM]

How Now Wildcats | UNH Today

October 23, 2020 | PAUL POST

University Collaborative grooms a new kind of
sustainable business leader
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Off and Running

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/05/how-now-wildcats[6/27/2022 1:40:21 PM]

How Now Wildcats | UNH Today

August 17, 2021 | COMMUNITY

Helping Hands Abound
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